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“ Drunk ?—and speak parrot ?—and squabble ?—swagger ?—swear ?—and discourse 
fustian with one’s own shadow? O! thou invisible spirit of Wine, Whiskey, 
and Brandy, if thou hast no name to be known by, let us call thee-————devil ?” 

There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, 


Than are dream’d of in your philosophy. 
SHAKSPEARE. 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 59.) 





And so as I was telling you, Mr. Nondescript,—but stay 
was | telling you any thing at all ?—did I let you know the particu- 
lars of my decampment from the dinner ? Catch me again 
acting the fool, detect me once more drinking glass after glass of 
every conf unded drink that is current at one of your great din- 
ners, and you may duck me in one of your frog ponds, or tie me 
in the gallery of Congress hall to listen to a set Speech. No, 1 am 
sure I shall never be caught in such a scrape again, fashionable as 
it nay be—I was snap’d, Mr. Nondescript, scorch’d—corn’d—per- 
haps you don’t understand these backwood technicals, in plain En- 
clish then, I was drunk. Yea, verily drunk, but 1 say I am out of 
such scrapes henceforward forever. No matter if Members of 
Congress,—Senators,—Generals and Governors, do set the ex- 
ample ; no matter how blue they get, No matter I say how 
much of the stuff they take, ‘tis their vocation’’ ’tis with them 
in such things, as with Irishmen in being hung—they’re used to 
it ; but for a new beginner—for a simple fellow like myself, it’s 
downright folly to try it.—I would sooner undertake, (and I verily 
believe I could accomplish it easier,) to make a speech in Con- 
gress Hall, than to guzzle the necessary quanfum of Wine and 
other drinks, which inevitably falls to the lot of an individual, at 
one of your great dinners. Yes, | really believe [ could as easily 
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make a speech on the Panama Mission, or any other Machine, as 
brother Job calls it, as to perform this drinking ceremony, without 
being, as | was at the dinner in question, fairly and completely 
snap’d,—but it can’t be helped, and if it was the mere thing of 
being a little drunk only, it would be no matter ; but you know, Mr. 
Nondescript, ** Wine, immoderately taken, makes men think them- 
selves wise,” and I, like some of the others, became like Solomon’s 
fool, ‘* full of words,”’ talked politics, affected to know every thing, 
and so let those who could do it, riddle me to the bottom, and peep 
into every corner of my magazine.—I am ashamed of it, Mr. 
Nondescript let it pass, if you please, sub silentio. 

Did’nt | promise to write you an account of the President’s levee? 
If I did, I forgot it, and have, instead of conforming to my engage- 
ment, been writing to the folks at home about it—l1 allude to the 
levee | was at last winter, [ was at another last night, more numer- 
ously attended, and have now a better notion of it. What a 
squeezing, crowding, whispering, sans ceremonie contrivance it is,— 
and the style of fashionable dressing.—I never saw the like— 
and the ladies, God bless ’em,—as fine as lillies, and as sweet 
as perfumes anil artificials could make them—no odds which side 
they present,—alike all round.—Why I made my best bow to 
a lady’s back, and was never the wiser for it and the gentle- 
men—I mean the young ones, not our. back-wood stamp.— 
No—pretty, effeminate, corsetted, Nondescripts, * (1 mean 
no offence sir.) things we have no name for in the English language, 
dressed up and decorated like little misses’ dolls, 

















© perfumed like milliners,”” and 
‘© With many holiday and lady terms,” 


they move and meander about like gossamers,—fit for nothing but 
to be kept in ‘‘ glass boxes like butterflies to be looked at.” 

And then again Mr. Nondescript, the coffee, and the kick- 
shaws,—the what nots and the dough-nuts, the lemonades and 
the marmalades. the ice creams and other screams the 
flummeries and frumentaries, excuse me sir, they are too 


tedious to mention. 
I had failed at the first levee, I was therefore determined Mr. 














* Even our name, Nondescript as it is, we perceive is subject to abuse. We 
would infinitely rather our friend Mr. Ouisconsin had used it ia comparisor 
with any other earthly animal, than a fashionable dandy, EDITOR. 
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N to secure some of the good things at this.—I soon * fixed 
my affections,’’——not ‘* upon things above,” but upon cold transient 
worldly concerns—upon things which ‘* pass away and continue 
not’’———upon ice creams. 1 watched my opportunity, and as 
soon as a waiter made his appearance, I followed in his wake, 
dogged him around and around, (you know this is the fashion) until 
I not only succeeded in obtaining my prize, but also in upsetting 
some two or three Popinjays who came in my path while | was 
under way. They were intent upon the same object—there was 
but one saucer full left—they missed it. I had willed it to be 
mine, and it was mine. 

The evening was warm, perhaps about 70° of Fahrenheit, some 
of the Generals and Members whom I met witir at the dinner 
were present ;—an association of ideas, connected with the un- 





comfortable degree of warmth of the hall, produced some reminis- 
cences—(not Michael Kelly’s)—which always vex and irritate me.— 
I thought I could even feel a burning in my throat and stomach,— 
but it must have been mere imagination—these feelings made it 
very natural, to long for any thing cool, and of course—I will 
confess it—I was quite elated with my good fortune in getting an 
ice cream. I knew it was a slippery kind of contrivance, and so 
to be sure not to lose a morsel of it, elevated the saucer close to 
my chin, I wonder how ice cream tastes—I fear I shall 
never know,—confound the awkward fellow,—I believe on 
my conscience he did it on purpose,—but no,—he seemed 
too stupid—he was as fat, and as big, and as dull, as,—I wont say 
what,—I verily think he was a member. What do you suppose 
he did, Mr. Nondescript? Why just as I was about to take a 
spoonful, whack Mr. Fat-kidney took me upon the elbow, and jostled 
my arm just in such a manner as to cast the whole of the ice cream 
dab into my hosom. I did not scream, but burst out into that kind 
of involuntary shudder which a person makes in taking a 
sudden and unexpected cold bath.—The first effort was to try to 
remove the incumbrance,—it was an useless attempt.—I have 
said the temperature of the room was about 70°, and I don’t know 
whether it agrees with the philosophy of the modern schools or 
not, but I’m sure my body ‘was some eight or ten degrees higher—I 
am a fellow of some ‘‘kidney,’? Mr. Nondescript, and was at the 
time in a pretty similar condition with poor Sir John Falstaff in 
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the buck-basket adventure,—* as subject to heat as butter’’—It 
was indeed an useless attempt,—lI thrust my hand into my bosom 
in an instant—but it was gone—a full dissolution—a thorough 
thaw had taken place. You may recollect the case of Phuta- 
torious and the hot chesnut,—you see 1 have read Tristram 
Shandy,—my disaster was exactly analagous, only that in the 
one instance, extreme heat, and in the other, extreme cold, was 
the disturbing cause. Phutatorious swore—I did not—I believe 
I only ejaculated the devil take the thing how dang’d cold it 
is. But where am | wandering 

I promised you, in my last, and, I begin to think, foolishly, too, 
divers chapters, hints, touches, and comparisons. Where shall I 
begin? Let me see—What did I promise you? Something about 
Phrenology : right, I did. But, Mr. Nondescript, until a free know- 
ledge I have of this new science, a single sentence, by way of opi- 
nion of mine own, “write J not.” You know there is some rea- 
son to suppose that the craniologist might, by means of his skill, 
discover who I am; and, if I should happen to exhibit any devil up- 
ments which he did not like, might also become a cane-ologist, and 
by means of that art, produce some ecchymosis-ical organs, which, 
instead of the callipers and craniometer, would probably demand 
the trephine, scalpel, and lenticular. No, depend upon it, I am not 
going to meddle with a matter of such importance ; and which, ac- 
cording to the opinions of believers, is about to produce such chan- 
ges in the world—such wonderful improvements in the state of 
literature, morals, politics, and sciences. I am attending the lectures, 
however, and may venture a word on the subject in proper time. 

It would astonish you, Mr. Nondescript, familiar as you are with 
the Patent-Office, to hear only a few of the patent phrenological 
plans that are already in full maturity. What would you think, for 
instance, of a phrenological printing-press; which would only re- 
quire a gentleman to thrust his head into something like a night-cap, 
at one of its ends, when, at the other, would issue a printed copy of 
(supposing him tobe a member) a speech on any subject he might 
choose his constituents should see him in print upon? Iam cre- 
dibly informed that the ingenious keeper of a certain office in 
this city is actually constructing a press of this kind; and that he 
conceives the invention admits of a still further extension. He is 
of opinion, (I mention this, recollect, in the utmost confidence, as 
his plan is still in an embryo state,) that his press may be so improved 
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that, instead of the head, in propria persona, a cabbage, pumpkin, or 
turnip, may be substituted! In this case, it would only become ne- 
cessary that a proper model of the head of the person to be repre- 
sented, should be cut out of one of those substances, sent on to the 
city, (supposing it again to be the representation head of a member,) 
and submitted to the Phreno-press. The inventor is confidently of 
opinion that this would do, but has not yet matured this contemplated 
improvement. He thinks—supposing the speech was required to be 
applicable to a subject such as the Panama Mission, or Constitutional 
Amendment—that it might become necessary to charge the model, 
by injection, with some carbonic acid gas, and submit it, also, fora 
few minutes, to a common culinary steam heater, previously to sub- 
mitting it te the cap ; after which precaution, he has no question the 
speech would be sufficiently virulent, bombastic, and frothy, to suit 
any state of political feeling. He bas also a very happy idea of 
attaching to the heater what he intends terming the pugnaciometer ; 
and which will, by a graduated dial and index, exhibit the maximum 
of heat which the model can endure, so as not to involve the person 
who it represents in a quarrel. This contrivance is also to show what 
will be the consequence, supposing the model heated beyond this 
maximum ; and whether the extra heat will eventuate in a spitting 
in the face, nose pulling, caneing, kicking, or in a pugelistic or pistolic 
affair. I shall not attempt to describe the immense advantages that 
would result from such a grand invention—you cannot but see them. 
Only think, Mr. N., how it will facilitate legislative proceedings; and 
how it must, also, reduce the wages of members! The gentleman 
elect will have nothing to do but to send on his head in a broccoli, 
a ruta baga, or a cashaw, after which he may keep his bed, his easy 
chair, or play brag, or dissipate, just as the whim takes him. It’sa 
wonderful discovery, Mr. N. Do you know that it is to be partially 
tested next session of Congress? A projet is now, it is asserted, un- 
der consideration, and is to be adopted when properly matured. I 
have received, from a fiiend who is in the secret, an outline. It is 
proposed that, immediately after the meeting of next Congress, an 
inspector, regularly appointed, and, of course, properly skilled in the 
new science, will be sent round with caliipers, guages, &c.; that he 
will make, previous to any legislation, an examination of each mem- 
ber’s head, noting down the results in a table, something like the 
following : 
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PHRENOLOGICAL TABLE 
Of the 19th Congress, Second Session. 








Material for the 








oe eg Propensities, | Sentiments. Intellect. Model. 
Hon. A. B.|Loquacitiveness, Non-Panama, Imitation, |Kale, 

Hon C.D.|Sclnombulismness, {Anti-Administration, |Drowsy, |Ruta Baga, 
Hon. FE. F |Brag-loo-itiveness, {Knavish, Shuffling, |Nine-pin bowl, 
Hoo G. HJStreet-walk-ativeness,|All for Love, Amorous, |Sweet squash, 
Hon. |. Kj Vulgaritiveness, Rank Oppositionist, {Two penny|Skunk cabbage, 
Hon. L. M.jPseudologitiveness, |False, Sparse, [Negro maul, 
Hon. N. O |Projectiveness. Roadacanalia. Watery. 'Gourd. 











From this table a model of each member’s head will be formed, 
and, in due time, deposited in the office of the phrenological printer. 
Modus operandi—a signal flag will be elevated on the capitol as 
soon as a member rises, and at that instant his model will be thrust 
into the cap—the press will then continue in operation until the flag 
is hauled down—and the speech properly filed and preserved. A 
comparison with that afterwards reported by the reporters in the hall, 
will enable the projectors to complete and perfect the scheme, so as 
to have it fully applicable to all the purposes of legislation by the 
commencement of the 20th Congress. 

Would you have believed such a thing possible, Mr. N., before I 
told you? T wonder what the ingenuous gentleman of the visiting 
card shop will say to this? I think it beats his mud mashers, cart 
loaders, and cuckoo clocks, all hollow. Why its even, in my estima- 
tion, far before the automaton chess-player, which is now so puzzling, 
fretting, and perplexing the good folks of New-York. 

I have just received another letter from brother Job; and, as I 
have to answer it immediately, you will excuse me touching on any 
other of my promised subjects at this time. 


Yours, and so forth, J. OUISCONSIN. 
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CONGRESSIONAL BORES. 








Congressional Bores. 

Mr. Nonivus :—Although the following lines cannot boast of abso- 
lute originality, having been selected from a late English publication, 
and altered and extended so as to apply to the state of things here, 
yet, thinking they might suit your miscellany, and be acceptable to 
some of your readers, I have ventured to forward them for insertion, 
if you please, in your next number. ma Bs @. 


Of the common Congressional bore, there be two orders; the 
silent and the talking—or the speechifying. The silent is not abso- 
lutely deprived of utterance; he can say “ Yes,” or “No;” but 
regularly in the wrong place, unless well tutored and well watched. 
The talking Congressional bore can outwatch the bear. He can, at 
the latest hour, keep on his legs, speak against time, and put to sleep 
the most vigilant, by the united power of the drone of his voice and 
his faculty of saying the same over an hundredtimes. He has many 
setts of words and phrases, which he repeats eternally, like a parrot. 
But no parrot can vie with a man of the bore kind, and of the Con- 
gressional class more especially, in the power of reiteration, or the 
art peculiar to the rational creature, of using many words, yet saying 
nothing. 

His set phrases, which (if repeated with variations and good order) 
might give the substance of one of what are called his speeches, are 
as follows: “ Mr. Speaker, sir, I rise to oppose the honourable gen- 
tleman who spoke last,”—or, “the honourable gentleman opposite 
me—And, now I am up, Mr. Speaker—I am free to confess—I stand 
rebuked, sir,—I may venture to assert—I am bold to declare, Mr. 
Speaker—In the face of my country—lIn the State of this country— 
I vow to God, Mr. Speaker—I am astonished—But, sir—In the 


temper of this House, Mr. Speaker—I shall not trespass on your 


patience—Before I sit down, sir—I must add a few words.” 

These, and a hundred more similar phrases, are used to fill each 
variety 06 sense. Besides these, which are commen to all parties, 
there are some sacred to the friends of the administration, and others 
to the “ motley and pie-bald opposition.” 

To the friends of the administrations belong—The dignity of the 
House—The honour of the country—Respectability in the eyes of 
foreign nations—Expediency—Inexpediency—Imperious necessity. 
With a good store of evasives: as—Can’t at present support such a 
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LO CORRESPONDENTS. 











Though Tully, freed from Pluto’s den, 
Should roll his thunder forth again: 

But well they know to whom they speak, 
Well could they say whose votes they seek, 
Aud therefore is the contest fought 

With so much force of word and thought— 
Thanks to reporters and the press, 

’Tis the whole nation they address.— 








Co Correspondents. 


We acknowledge the receipt of a note from Louis Lounger pressing us to in- 
sert his article, which we rejected in our last, and it is a little singular-that, at 
the same time, our other disappointed correspondent, the Plough Boy, should 
also, through the friend who put it in our hands, urge the publication of his 
piece. Realy, good sirs, you are unpleasantly importunate. We h@&ve to 
inform our friend Mr. Lounger, that his production shall have a second reading. 
To Master Plough Boy, we cannot even promise so much,—indeed worthy youth 
your article will not do ‘‘why will you teaze us so.”—If you must appear 
in print, do change the subject, and we will listen to you. We profess our- 
selves to be something of Aulo-phrenologisis, and think we can discover by 
your writing, that, as we before hinted—your talent must lie in a different 
channel from that of politics————You have doubtless read of 


—— ——“ The famous captain Wattle” 
‘© Who was all for love, and a little for the bottle.” 


We have entered you upon our books, just for another captain Wat- 
tle (we mean as respects the first propensity,) nay, we were going to ven- 
ture a declaration, that you are a gallant—a ladies man; we have at least 
such confi lence in our new science, that we will venture to predict, if ever you 
submit your cranium to the callipers of the craniologist, its legs will be found 
to expand greatly when their points rests upon those divisions where are found 


the organs of amiolireness. 


‘¢ We can not nature by our wishes rule,” 
** Nor, at our will, her warm emotions cool.” 


We quote this as an admonition. Do not again buckle on the uneasy harness 
of politics, until] you have laid aside the ‘‘ purple 1obe of love.” Have we 
hit you? Nay, dont be discouraged gentle Plough Boy don’t cry sonny— 
Shove up your hair before”’——stroke down your beard, get a penny 
worth of sweatmeats, and then hey fora 


* Sonnet to your mistress’s eye brow.”’ 
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